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PREFACE. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
CLOWNE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Wood  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year  1945. 

In  spite  of  six  years  of  war  the  health  of  the  district  has  been 
quite  satisfactory,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  Clowne  not  a single  case  of  diphtheria  has 
been  notified. 

The  problem  requiring  most  urgent  attention  in  the  district 
is  undoubtedly  that  of  Housing.  No  accurate  figures  are 
available  to  show  the  true  position  regarding  overcrowding, 
but  there  is  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  occupied 
by  more  than  one  family.  When  the  Rural  Housing  Survey 
is  completed  it  will  be  possible  to  obtain  a more  accurate 
picture  of  the  true  position. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Members 
and  Officials  for  their  continued  interest  and  support. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  WEAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

“ Dale  Close,” 

100,  Chesterfield  Road  South, 

Mansfield. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,436 

Population  mid-year  (Registrar-General)  1945  17,570 

No.  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,961 

Rateable  value  1945  ...  ...  ...  ^74,018 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny-rate  1945  ...  ^284 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  coal  mining  and 
agriculture. 

CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  INVALIDITY  IN 
THE  DISTRICT. 

Scabies  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  common  causes  of 
invalidity  in  the  area.  243  persons  received  treatment  com- 
pared with  360  in  1944,  and  612  in  1943. 

80  persons  received  treatment  for  verminous  heads,  com- 
pared with  75  in  1944  and  90  in  1943. 

Since  the  change  over  from  war  to  peace  there  has  been  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scabies.  Most  of  the 
recent  cases  of  scabies  have  been  due  to  service  men  infect- 
ing their  families. 

The  Disinfestation  Centre  is  situated  at  Poolsbrook  in  the 
Staveley  Urban  District,  and  the  cost  of  its  maintenance  is 
shared  by  the  following  Authorities  : — Chesterfield  Rural, 
Staveley  Urban,  Dronfield  Urban,  Clay  Cross  Urban  and 
Clowne  Rural. 

NUTRITION. 

Nutrition  among  school  children  has  not  deteriorated. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  provision  of  school  meals  and  milk 
greatly  helped  to  keep  the  children  in  good  condition.  Although 
there  are  less  cases  of  malnutrition  among  school  children, 
most  of  them  are  “ normal.’’  and  there  are  undoubtedly  fewer 
children  of  “ excellent  ” malnutrition. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  fruit  many  children  over  five  years 
of  age  did  not  get  sufficient  Vitamin  C.  Another  adverse 
factor  I encountered  during  the  war  years,  was  that  double 
summer  time  did  not  allow  the  children  sufficient  sleep. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS.  Total.  M. 

Live  Births  Legitimate  326177 


Illegitimate 

21 

1 1 

Stillbirths  ... 

• • • • • • 

16 

10 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

DEATHS. 

153 

80 

73 

F. 

149 

10 

6 


Birth-rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population  19.7 
(Rate  per  1,000  total 
J (live  and  still)  births 


,44-o- 


Death-rate  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  8.7 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  — — 

Other  puerperal  causes  — — 


Total  ...  — — 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  there  were  no  deaths  from  child- 
birth during  the  year. 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  60 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,ooo  legitimate  live  births  55 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  142 


Deaths  from  : — 

Violent  Injuries 
Road  Traffic 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

Cancer 

Pneumonic 

Heart  Disease 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Malformations 


7 

1 

1 

1 

24 

9 

34 

6 

5 


Birth-rate,  Death-rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1945. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THE  AREA. 


Water. 

The  whole  of  the  water  supply  for  the  Clowne  Rural  District 
is  obtained  from  Manton  Colliery,  near  Worksop,  which  is 
owned  by  the  Wigan  Coal  Corporation,  Ltd. 


The  Colliery  Company  pump  it  up  the  water  shaft  to  a 
small  Reservoir  on  the  pit  surface,  from  there  it  is  pumped  to 
a Reservoir  at  Sparken  Hill,  Worksop,  which  has  a capacity 
of  142,700  gallons.  Then  it  gravitates  through  a ioin.  main 
to  the  Pumping  Station,  at  Hodthorpe,  in  the  Parish  of 
Whitwell. 

At  Hodthorpe,  there  are  three  pumps  of  the  three  throw 
ram  type,  two  of  these  pumps  have  a capacity  of  12,000  gallons 
each  and  are  worked  in  conjunction  with  one  another,  the 
other  pump  has  a capacity  of  24,000  gallons  and  is  worked 
alone.  These  pumps  are  working  approximately  18  hours  per 
day,  and  pump  the  water  through  a I2in.  main  to  a Reservoir 
and  Tower  at  Barlborough. 


The  Reservoir  which  supplies  the  whole  of  the  District  with 
the  exception  of  a few  houses  which  are  connected  direct  to 
the  pumping  main,  has  a capacity  of  398,900  gallons,  and  the 
Tower  which  supplies  the  higher  levels  of  Barlborough,  has  a 
capacity  of  39,750  gallons. 

I he  water  is  chlorinated  at  Hodthorpe  as  it  enters  the 
Clowne  Rural  District.  The  hardness  is  29  parts  per  100,000. 


During  1945,  the  Sparken  Hill  Reservoir  was  cleaned  out. 
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Water — continued. 

Analysis  of  water  taken  before  chlorination  on  5th  June, 
and  before  it  enters  the  Clowne  Rural  District. 

Number  of  colonies  in  agar  after  48  hours 
incubation  at  37  C ...  ...  2 per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  in  agar  after  72  hours 

incubation  at  20  C ...  ...  n per  ml. 

Presumptive  coliform  Count  : — 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  ... 

present  ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Differential  coliform  Test  . — 

Probable  number  of  faecal  B.  Coli  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Bacteriologically  the  sample  of  water  is 
satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

Analysis  of  water  after  chlorination. 

Plate  Counts  : — 

Number  of  colonies  in  agar  after  48  hours 

incubation  at  37  C.  ...  ...  •••  2 Per  n1^ 

Number  of  colonies  in  agar  after  72  hours 

incubation  at  20  C.  ...  •••  •••  9 Per  n^* 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count  : — 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  present 

Nil  per  100  ml. 

Differential  Coliform  Test  : — 

Probable  number  of  faecal  B.  Coli  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Bacteriologically  the  sample  of  water  is 
satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  proportion  of  dwelling-houses  connected  to  the  public 
water  mains  are  as  follows  : — 

a.  Direct  to  the  house  ...  ...  98% 

b.  By  means  of  stand  pipes  ...  296 

In  November,  four  farms  which  had  been  very  short  of 
water  were  connected  to  the  main  water  supply. 
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Drainage  and  Sewage. 

No  new  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year,  except  on 
the  New  Housing  sites  at  Barlborough,  Clowne  and  Whitwell. 


Closet  Conversion. 

None  were  carried  out,  although  one  Statutory  Notice  was 
served  in  Creswell.  The  conditions  of  the  privy  middens  at 
West  Lea  Cottages,  Clowne,  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  a 
menace  to  health.  I recommend  that  they  be  converted  to 
water  closets  as  soon  as  the  Council  have  constructed  a 
sewage  works  to  deal  with  the  sewage. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  : — 

a.  Council  Houses  ...  3 

b.  Other  Houses  ...  4 


Urgent  Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  llie  building  of  houses  to  abate  over-crowding. 

2.  The  construction  of  a sewage  works  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  West  Lea  Cottages,  Clowne,  so  that  the  conver- 
sions of  the  existing  dilapidated  privy  middens  at  these  cottages 
can  be  carried  out. 
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HOUSING. 

No  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  although  eight, 
being  built  by  private  builders,  were  in  the  course  of  erection. 

The  Council’s  first  year  housing  programme  included  172 
permanent  houses,  and  at  the  end  of  1945,  the  roads  and 
sewers  had  been  commenced  on  the  Barlborough,  Clowne 
and  Whitwell  sites,  but  not  in  the  Creswell  area.  The  progress 
of  the  housing  programme  is  disappointingly  slow,  and  the 
need  of  houses  to  abate  overcrowding  is  one  of  the  most 
urgent  public  health  problems  in  Clowne. 

The  slum  Clearance  Programme  in  the  Clowne  Rural 
District  was  practically  completed  in  1938,  when  120  houses 
were  dealt  with  over  a period  of  six  years.  The  great  majority  of 
these  were  at  Whitwell  and  Barlborough.  There  are  still 
some  unfit  houses  which  require  representing  in  the  vicinity  of 
John  Street,  Clowne.  The  Ministry  of  Health  requested  Rural 
District  Councils  to  carry  out  a survey  of  their  districts  to 
find  out  the  amount  of  overcrowding  and  the  conditions  of  the 
houses.  This  survey  had  to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1946, 
but  so  far  it  has  not  been  commenced  in  this  area. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

There  are  74  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  in  the 
area,  and  121  inspections  were  made  by  theSanitary  Inspector. 
The  National  Milk  Scheme  continues  to  be  popular.  It  is 
very  essential,  if  the  nutrition  of  the  children  and  expectant 
mothers,  is  to  be  maintained. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Chesterfield  Municipal  Abattoir  continues  to  be  used  as  the 
regional  slaughterhouse  for  this  area.  I he  meat  is  inspected 
there  by  qualified  meat  inspectors  before  being  sent  to  the 
local  butchers.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  feeding  stuffs,  &c., 
much  of  the  English  meat  is  below  pre-war  quality. 

There  is  a bacon  factory  in  the  area,  and  during  the  year 
304  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitaiy  Inspector. 
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PREVALENCE  of,  and  CONTROL  over, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria. 

Not  one  single  notification  of  diphtheria  was  received. 
This  is  remarkable  and  shows  the  benefit  to  be  derived  by  the 
community  from  immunisation. 

Immunisation  stirs  up  the  natural  defences  of  the  body 
against  diphtheria.  All  that  is  necessary  is  two  injections 
under  the  skin  of  a few  drops  of  fluid.  In  about  six  weeks 
after  the  last  injection,  the  child  is  protected  against  diphtheria 
and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  this  protection  lasts  a long 
time.  Although  an  immunised  child  may  contract  diphtheria 
the  attack  is  invariably  mild  and  there  is  no  danger  of  it 
proving  fatal. 

During  the  year  309  under  five  years  of  age,  and  145  over 
five  years  of  age  were  immunised. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  notified  since  1937. 


Year. 

1937 

• • • 

No.  of  cas 

33 

!938 

• • • 

23 

!939 

20 

1940 

57 

1941 

87 

1942 

10 

J943 

• • • 

9 

1944 

... 

7 

1945 

• • • 

Nil. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

59  Cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  123  last  year. 
48  were  removed  to  hospital.  The  disease  was  of  a mild 
character  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

580  cases  of  Measles  and  72  of  Whooping  Cough  were 
received.  There  were  two  deaths,  one  from  Measles  and  one 
from  Whooping  Cough. 

Cerebro-8pinal  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified.  The  patient  was  removed  to  hospital 
and  the  diagnosis  confirmed. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the 
year  : — 


Age 

Periods 
in  years 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

I 

I 

I 

I 

5 

I 

10  

r 

I 

I 

15  

I 

I 

20 

2 

I 

1 

25  

1 

3 

35  

1 

2 

45  

55  

4 

65  and  upwards 

1 

Totals 

10 

7 

3 

3 

I 

I 

1 he  phthisis  death-rate  is  .05  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  r 


*3 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 


phthisis  since  1940. 

Pul. 

Year 

T.  B. 

Deaths. 

194° 

15 

IO 

1941 

:3 

8 

1942 

9 

3 

*943 

*4 

3 

:944 

12 

16 

*945 

17 

1 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the 

number  of  cases  of  phthisis  notified,  but  only  one  death  has 
occurred. 
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annual  report  of  sanitary  inspector. 

Name  of  Inspector,  W.  J.  Gallagher. 

Area  of  district,  1 3 » 43^  acres" 

Estimated  No.  of  Houses,  4,961. 

New  houses  erected  .945  : W By  Local  Authority-Nil. 

(b)  By  private  enterprise — Nil. 

Number  of  Number  of 
Number  of  Informal  Legal  Number  of 

Inspections  Notices  Notices  Nuisances 

made  by  served  by  served  by  abated  with 
Sanitary  Sanitary  Local  or  without 

Inspector.  Inspector.  Authority.  Notice. 

Closets  and  Ashpits  : 

Defective  privies,  pail  closets 
& ashpits  (not  for  conversion)  158 

Conversion  of  privies  into  w.c’s  4 
Conversion  of  pail  closets  into 

w.c’s  ...  •••  •••  — 

Conversion  of  privies  into  pail 

closets  ...  ...  •••  — 

Defective  water  closets  ...  37 

Provision  of  additional  water 
closets  ...  ...  ... 

Provision  of  portable  ashbins  114 
Dirty  closets  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drainage  : 

No  disconnectionof  waste  pipe  — 

Defective  waste  pipe,  traps, 
inlets  and  drains  ...  ...  39 

Drains  obstructed  ...  ...  147 

Other  Defects  : 

Paving  of  courts  and  yards  ...  — 

Roofs,  eaves  spouts  and  down 
spouts  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Insufficient  ventilation  ...  — 


103 


1 14 

4 


22 

94 


10 

5 


4 

1 


3i  — 


”5 


31 


1 14 

4 


22 

94 


8 

5 
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Number  of  Number  of 

Number  of  Informal  Legal  Number  of 

Inspections  Notices  Notices  Nuisances 

made  by  served  by  served  by  abated  with 
Sanitary  Sanitary  Local  or  without 

Inspector  Inspector  Authority  Notice. 

Other  Defects — Continued. 


Windows  

...  14 

8 

— 

8 

Dampness  

— 57 

33 

— 

28 

Water  in  cellars 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Water  supply 

...  18 

7 

— 

7 

Over-crowding 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

Foul  condition  of  houses 

...  2 

1 

— 

1 

Offensive  accumulations 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

Pigsties 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

Urinals  

...  1 7 

— 

— 

— 

Nuisances  not  specified  above  — 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

...  645 

Number 

435 

5 

440 

Nuisances 
abated  with 

Oil 

Ins  pections 

Notices 

or  without 

0 

Register 

made 

served 

Notice 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  74 

I 2 1 

4 

2 

Bakehouses 

4 

51 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

...  1 

304 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging-houses 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

79 

476 

4 

2 

J.  F.  TURNER, 

Assistant  Surveyor  and 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


